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AT RADWAY BRIDGE  NURSERIES & 
GARDEN  CENTRE  & 

 
 
 
 
 

Lunch  specials incl    Sunday Roasts £6.95 
Brunches /Breakfasts/Snacks/Afternoon Teas 

Corporate  buffets/ Breakfasts/parties 
All cafe enquires Tel 01432 850044 

 
56L ARTHUR BOWERS COMPOST 

3 FOR £10.00 
EARLY SEASON SPECIAL 

 Seed Potatoes / Shallots/Onion Sets/ 
Rhubarb/Garlic/Asparagus 

 
GREAT SELECTION OF SEEDS, SPRING BULBS 

NEW SEASON PRIMROSES NOW IN  
 

20KG BIRDSEED ONLY £14.99 
12.5KG BIRDSEED ONLY £10.99 
12.5KG PEANUTS ONLY £34.99 

TUB OF 50 FATBALLS ONLY £10.99 
JUST 2 MILES FROM HEREFORD ON THE A4103 WORCS RD 

TEL 01432 850009 
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Dear Readers, 
 
   Welcome to the June issue of the Withington 
News. 
  Recently I received an e-mail from a reader 
suggesting that perhaps a monthly entry in the 
Withington News as to what events were 
available at the village hall from day to day, 
would be a good idea. Some people could well 
be interested and not know what is available. I 
feel that this is an excellent idea.  
Thankfully, Steve Cain and Kathy Fields have 
been kind enough to give me a list of events 
(see later in the magazine) that take place each 
day. My goodness, the hall is well used! 
  You may have noticed that the Withington 
News is not quite as large as it used to be. The 
reason for this is twofold: 
  1.There are fewer written items being 
received from you the readers, and 
  2.The number of people advertising has fallen 
dramatically (understandably because of the 
present financial situation nationwide). 
  Hopefully this is a temporary glitch and that 
as the months pass, things will improve. If they 
don’t, then I shall have to approach the Parish 
Council and ask for the financial help they 
offered me a few months ago. It has always 
been my policy that the Withington News 
should be available free of charge for everyone 
and this has been successful for over 33 years. 
Let’s hope it will continue. However, should 
you wish to make a donation, then please do so 
either in cash or by cheque (made out to 
Withington News). 
  
     Happy reading. / Bryan Davies Editor 

News from Westhide 
 
Well, the runner bean plants may be out there but 
matters remain uncertain on the weather front.  A 
deep Atlantic low passing overhead last night took 
temperatures close to freezing and with talk of a 
wintry mix in the forecasts we aren’t out of the 
woods yet.  Nonetheless, the ever optimistic 
cuckoo has arrived – April 28th.  
 
The postponed “Spring” churchyard maintenance 
was held in late April in clement conditions.  Thanks 
to all who took part, things are now looking very 
trim.  For the rest of the year there is a mowing 
rota, but don’t let this stop anyone who feels the 
need to muck in – there is always something to be 
done around the churchyard.  Inside, the Church is 
all clean and tidy too, although an unexplained 
odour in the vestry, of likely animal origin, 
continues to give the Churchwardens cause for 
concern.  
 
Fundraising events are planned for the Bartestree 
Cross group on Saturday July 6 and October 12 – 
more details elsewhere.  This year the Ride and 
Stride is on Saturday September 14 – Judith has the 
forms so get your bike/walking shoes out. The 
Herefordshire Festival of Churches will also be that 
weekend.  Before that, our annual concert is 
planned for Saturday September 7 – more details 
soon.  
 
David 
School House   
  
  



TRIONIC 
JOINERY & BUILDING CO. LTD. 

DEDICATED EXPERTS IN THE FIELD OF WOODWORK 
Trionic Joinery:  Manufacturers of staircases, windows, doors, conservatories and timber mouldings. 

Free quotations 
Please ring Len Milner Tel: (01432) 851175 
Website: www.trionicjoinery.co.uk 

Environmentally friendly firewood sawdust briquettes for sale 
suitable for  most types of fires i.e. open or wood-burner style. 
These are supplied in approximately 28lb.bags at £2 per bag. 

Special Offer  £2.00 a bag.  
Buy ten bags, get one bag free 

Available at Trionic Joinery Tel: (01432) 851175 
Please ring to ensure stocks are available 

BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS 
J. R. SNELL 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
SHUCKNALL 

Please Telephone 
Jim Snell 

07973368508  
or  

01432 851431  

                    OILFIRED BOILERS  
WOOD PELLET                       WOOD CHIP 
    BOILERS                                   BOILERS 

 
Part P electrical solar heating 

Unvented Cylinders 
 
 

Cole & Coleman 
chartered certified accountants 
 

We offer a full range of accounting 
 services and business advice including 
-Accounts Preparation 
-Corporation and Personal Tax Planning 
-Inheritance and Capital Gains Tax Planning 
-VAT, Payroll & Book-keeping Services 
-Management Accounts, Budgeting Cashflow 
Forecasts 
We offer a friendly and reliable service. 
Please feel free to call in or ring for a free  
initial consultation  

Opening Hours 
Monday to Friday 9a.m. To 5.30p.m. 

 

ACCA 

Partners: michael cole acca,  Associate Partner: 
deborah stevens maat Consultant: tony cole 

4, The Sheepcote, Monks Orchard, Lumber Lane, 
Lugwardine, Hereford. HR1 4AG 

t. 01432 853125 
t. 01432 851366 

e. info@coleaccountants.co.uk 
www.coleaccountants.co.uk 

 

 

 
ST PETER’S WITHINGTON  

FOOD AND ESSENTIAL ITEMS COLLECTION 
POINT 

 
As you will be aware many families are now struggling financially during 
this recession to feed their children and buy essential items for their 

household. 
 

I don’t know about you, but I have certainly been, in the past, in the 
position of not knowing how I was going to buy groceries for my children 

at the end of the month. It is a horrible position to be in. 
 

That is why we have set up a collection box in Withington Church ( which 
is open every day) so that those of us who are fortunate enough to be 
able, may donate items to those who are presently in real difficulties. 

 
Perhaps you could, when you next visit the supermarket, put an extra 
couple of items in your basket to donate to those less fortunate than 

yourselves. 
 

Any non-perishable items are welcome, all tinned foods, long life milk and 
soft drinks, essential toiletries, tea and coffee etc. 

 
If preferred, you can give cash or a cheque. That money is used to buy 

perishable items.  Cheques payable to Hereford Diocese Social Aid 
Charity    

and can be sent to Jackie Boys, Gateway Office, The Palace, Hereford. 
HR4 9BL.             01432 373311 

 
All goods collected in the box are taken by Ken and me roughly every two 
weeks to  Hereford Food Bank Unit 5, 32 Aubrey Street Hereford where 
it is gratefully received for distribution. Should you be in the vicinity do 

call in and see the how hard they are working.              
 

Marcia Hopkins 850933 
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    Garden Solutions 

Patios, fencing, turfing, hedge 
cutting, garden ponds, pruning, shed   

      bases, clearance. 
Peter Hill Landscapes 

  Tel:  01432 870525 
Over 10 years’ experience in the                      

   Hereford area 
  References Available 

Lower Dinedor Hall, Dinedor, 
Hereford. HR2 6LQ 

 

 

Lawn Mowing · Hedge Trimming 

Patio Cleaning · Garden Clearance 

General Garden Maintenance 

Holiday / Vacant Property Service 

Free Quotes 

Rob Hemblade 

01432 341030 / 07592 077733 

bladegardening@btinternet.com 

 

TomPlumb 
Plumbing & Oil Fired Heating Services 

 Complete Bathroom Installations  
 Boiler Repair & Servicing 
 Heating Installs 
 Tiling 
 24Hr Call Out  Free Quotes 

No Job too Small 

Tel: 01432 851130 
Mobile: 07960974809 

 

 
Registered 
Technicia

n 

 

 

 

The Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal Trust 
 

As many of you will know the Canal trust is working hard to restore the C18th to C19th canal that runs from 
Hereford to Gloucester passing through Withington on its way. One of the many questions posed during 
restoration work on the canal in Withington was where did the ashlar (large square blocks of hewn stone) 
come from. Many local Withington houses, including Lock Cottage at Withington Lock, parts of the Church 
and local boundary walls are constructed from this same stone. As we live in a C17 ‘Quarry Cottage’ in 
Duke street, I was especially interested in the answer to this question.  As Nigel Jefferies from the Trust 
describes below, with some online detective work, we managed to find sites of not one but three local 
quarries where Withington Stone (lower old red sandstone) was extracted to build most of the houses 
centered around the Church, Green and War Memorial. The quarries identified were sited between Veldo 
Lane and Duke Street, near Lock Cottage off the Bromyard Road and The Coppice at the rear of the Village 
Hall. Should anyone have any further information about any of these quarries both Nigel and I would be 
very interested to hear it. 
Marcia Hopkins 850933 
Map of quarry sites: English Heritage Strategic Stone Study 
Copies of: Withington Wharf, Canal Walk No. 2 available a the village Post Office and Store. 

 
 

An Elusive Quarry 
 
The majority of buildings Stephen Ballard constructed along the line of the canal are built of brick. By the 
middle years of the nineteenth century, brick had become the ubiquitous building material. Indicative of 
their use, was that in 1784 in order to raise revenue to fight the war against revolutionary France, Pitt the 
Younger had imposed a tax on bricks. Bricks are inexpensive and easy to lay. Where suitable clay is 
available they can be made in the locality and can be made to requirements; Ballard has used bull-nosed 
bricks for window sills. If they could not be made locally, they could easily be transported by barge along 
the canal.  
Several authors have commented on the aesthetic pleasure of bricks; one believes it arises from their warm 
colour and the neatness of their courses¹, another has noted their soft, tomato tones². Many Italian villages 
and cities, for example Siena, exhibit the pleasing appearance of bricks. 
Beside Withington Lock on the minor road from Withington Church to the A465 to Bromyard, Ballard built 
the lock house from ashlar and I have often wondered why he did so and where the stone originated? 
The lock house was similar to Lock Cottage at Oxenhall, consisting of a symmetrical facade of three bays. 
The middle bay had a door surmounted by a blind window on the first floor and the single bays on each side, 
a window at ground and first floor levels. The building stands on a cellar accessed from an arched door in 
the western gable end of the property. In common with Ballard’s other buildings, on the first floor the 
ceiling is plastered to the underside of the ridge, which reveals the roof trusses and the purlins have ogee 
shaping on their ends. At some stage alterations have been made; the central door has been blocked-up, an 
entrance porch with a flat roof built in front of the ground floor window of the right-hand bay and a large 
wing has been built on the east side. However, it is still possible to see the original part of the building. 
Researching the Withington Wharf Canal Walk leaflet has revealed the answer to my question, which lies 
approximately 400 metres along the road to the south towards Withington Church, at Stone House. This 
house which was obviously built before the canal, is also of ashlar, as are a number of other early buildings, 
including the church. It is my belief the owner of Stone House insisted Ballard built lock house from ashlar, 
due to its proximity to his property. In an 1858 Herefordshire Trade Directory the owner is listed as Henry 
Apperley, but the canal was completed to Withington in 1844. In the 1841 Census Stone House is not 
actually named, but it appears that Henry’s father William H. Apperley aged 61, was head of the household. 
Stone House is now a Grade II listed building.  
I have been told the stone was obtained locally from a quarry in Duke Street, although the quarry has been 
filled in. I visited Hereford Record Office to establish the exact location in Duke Street, which in the 
nineteenth century was called Duck Street, but despite examining maps and other documents, I have found 
no evidence. I also consulted the 1851 census which systematically records the vocation of the people listed, 
in the expectation that it would reveal a number of quarry men and stone masons; one mason, a journeyman 
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mason, a mason’s apprentice and a mason’s labourer are recorded but no quarry men. The web site of the 
Woolhope Naturalists’ Field Club lists the site of a number of quarries in Herefordshire, including those at 
Shucknall and Bartestree, but no quarry is recorded at Withington. However Marcia Hopkins a member of 
the Trust who lives in the village, drew my attention to the website of English Heritage and the Strategic 
Stone Study, which identifies three quarry sites in the village. Through another member of the Trust, I 
contacted retired geologist Dr Paul Olver, who has written the introductory chapter about the geology of 
Herefordshire in the recently published revised edition of the Buildings of England by Pevsner & Brooks. 
Following a site visit in early April, 2013, he believes that the site shown west of the church and south of 
Duke Street, on the Strategic Stone Study, (SO563435) to be the site of the quarry. 
 
Sources 
¹ British Architects and Craftsmen by Sacheverell SITWELL 
² John Soane – An Accidental Romantic by Gillian DARLEY, ISBN 0-300-08695-4 
The Hereford & Gloucester Canal by David BICK, ISBN 0 90502040 9  
 
                                                                                                         Nigel C. Jefferies 08/1 
If readers wish to join the Canal Trust, they can write c/o Six, Castle Street, HEREFORD, HR 1 2NL. 
 
 

************************************************ 
 
 

HAYTIME 

 
 

Come out, come out, this sunny day, 
The fields are sweet with new mown- hay, 

The birds are singing loud and clear, 
For summer-time once more is here; 

So bring your rakes and come and play, 
And toss and tumble in the hay. 

The sweet wild roses softly blow, 
All pink and white the roses grow; 
The nodding daisies in the grass, 

Lift up their heads to hear you pass 
Upon this happy, sunny day, 

When you come out to make the hay. 
 

C. M. Lowe 
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Maids Cleaning Services 
 
Maids Cleaning Services specialise in domestic and 
contract cleaning  

 

    For further details 
            telephone:- 
Janet on 01432 350033 

We are a small, reliable, 
High quality service, with 
16 years experience. 
 
We pride ourselves on 
providing skilled, 
trustworthy and friendly 
staff. 
 
All staff receive extensive 
training and are fully 
insured. 
 

Janet Stones Counselling 
 

“They say that time changes 
things, but you actually have 

to change them yourself”  
Andy Warhol 

 
I am a BACP accredited, 

Psychotherapist, Counsellor and C.B.T. 
Therapist, who can help facilitate the 
changes you need to make in order to 

improve the quality of your life, by 
working through a variety of emotional 

issues. 
 

Telephone The Hereford Centre for 
Natural Therapy 01432 279653 

www.janetstonescounselling.co.uk 

Richard M Roberts Ltd 
ELECSA                  Part P Approved 

Electrical Contractor 
Domestic Electrics 

Freesat Dishes and Digital Aerials 
Installed from £49 

WiFi & PC networks set up 
Audio Systems and Telephone extensions 

Showers, bathrooms and kitchens 
Plumber and tiled 

Ring Me Now on 
07966958453 

Quality Guaranteed 
Free estimates 

 
You Buy it, I’ll fit it, Build it or Set it up 

Includes T.V. and surround sound systems 
 

    ANDREW JELLEY 

    OPTICIANS 
    Andrew Jelley BSc (Hons) FC 
                        Optom 
            Teresa Davies FBDO 
          Duncan Edwards  FBDO 
  Alex Lane BSc (Hons) MC Optom 
            34 – 36 High Street 

Bromyard 
Herefordshire 

HR7 4AE 
email:enquiries@andrewjelleyopticians.co.uk 
    www.andrewjelleyopticians.co.uk 
         Tel: 01885 488259 

 



 
 

Keeping in touch 
 

A juicy piece of news!! 
I couldn’t wait to tell my friend! 
I tweeted and I texted 
But no answer did he send 
I turned to the computer 
On Face book and on Skype 
I was overly excited  
So I could barely type 
I even sent an e-mail 
But no response I got 
Desperate to share my news 
I thought “Ah I know what!” 
I’ll get him on my mobile 
But my battery was dead 
So in despair, I popped next door 
And TALKED to him instead!!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CIDER  
MUSEUM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                           
 

Tel: 01432 354207      
www.cidermuseum.co.uk 

     

 CIDERMAKING FESTIVAL   
19 & 20 OCTOBER 2013 

 
 

 

Learn about the history of cidermaking 
how apples were milled, pressed and 
fermented to produce cider.  The 
Museum is housed in an old cidermaking 
factory in Hereford and visitors can walk 
through original cider cellars.  Admire a 
rare collection of cider glasses dating 
from 1765 and 19th Century 
watercolours. 
 
[[ 

  Open Mon-Sat 10am-5pm Apr-Oct;  
11am-3pm Nov-Mar 

 

The Arrogance of Authority 
A DEA (Drugs Enforcement Agency) officer stopped at a ranch in Texas 
and talked with an old rancher.  He told the rancher, “I need to inspect your ranch for illegally 
grown drugs.”  The rancher said, “Okay, but don’t go in that field over there,” as he pointed out 
the location. 
 
The DEA officer verbally exploded saying, “Mister, I have the authority of the Federal Government 
of the United States of America with me!” Reaching into his rear pants pocket, the arrogant officer 
removed his badge and proudly displayed it to the rancher. 
 
“ See this badge? This badge means I am allowed to go wherever I wish…..on any land! No 
questions asked; no answers given! Have I made myself clear? …Do you understand?” 
The rancher then nodded politely, apologized, and went about his chores. 
 
A short time later, the old rancher heard loud screams, looked up and saw the DEA officer running 
for his life, being chased by the rancher’s big Santa Gertrudis bull. 
 
Leaning on the gate, and laughing, the old rancher shouted loudly, “Show him your badge, show 
him your badge.” 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 Wills and Probate 
 Accidents and Injuries 
 Divorce, Children and 

Family Matters 
 House Sales and Purchase 
 FREE Legal Advice each 

Thursday between 5.00pm 
and 7.00pm by 
appointment for Personal 
Injury, Matrimonial and 
Family Matters 

 

         

 
 

Beaumont House 
Offa Street 

Hereford   HR1 2LH 
 

Tel: 01432 352345 
 

www.beaumonts-solicitors.co.uk 
 
 

 
 Lease and Tenancies 
 Inheritance and the 

protection of family assets 
 Neighbour Disputes 
 
 

 
 

Opening Hours: 
8.45am – 5.00pm 

 
Disabled Parking available in 

Offa Street 
 

Wheelchair access 

 

D. G. HUGHES 
 

GROUNDWORKS CONTRACTOR 
 

      Digger Hire     Drives 
      Drainage         Patios  

Brickwork      
 Stonework 

 

Tel: 
07773 069224 



Withington Village Hall 
www.withingtonvillagehall.org 

 
Chairman: Kevin Hewison. 850074. Secretary: Steve Caine. 851857.Booking Secretary: Kathy Fields. 851001 
 

 
 

Youth Club: Adult & Parent volunteer helpers desperately wanted 
NOW. 
The club cannot run without adult helpers. At the moment there is a very small 
team just about keeping it together. Unless more helpers come forward there is 
a strong possibility the club will no longer be able to function in its current 
format. We may have to reduce from weekly to fortnightly. So your help is 
desperately needed NOW! 
The youth club meets every Friday. 6.30-7.30pm for ages 8-10rs. 6.30-8.00 for 
ages 11-17rs. Call Steve on 851857 or Gemma on 850936 

 
New Hall Website: 
The hall now has a new website. In it you can see a full list of all regular activities and contact numbers 
should you wish to join in.  www.withingtonvillagehall.org 
 
210 Club: 
There has been a slight delay in setting up this year’s 210 club draw. As soon as we are ready, the April 
and May draws will take place with the winners being published in the next WN. 
 
New Windows & Doors: 
The hall has been fortunate over the past 2 years to replace three sets of patio doors. With careful 
management of the hall funds and with continued hiring’s and fund raising events we have been able to 
manage these improvements, so a big thank you goes out to all those who have contributed in some way 
to help achieve this. We don’t stop there as our next improvements planned will be for the front doors. 
 
Daily Events at Withington Village Hall 
Monday:  
10 -12am - Widemarsh Children’s Centre 
5.30 - 7.30pm – Brownies 
7.00 - 10pm – Gateway Bridge Club (Alternate Mondays) 
Tuesday: 
6.30 – 8.30pm – Dog/Puppy Training  
Wednesday: 
6.30-9.30pm – Slimming World 
7.30 – 9.30pm (every 3rd Wednesday in month) – Gardening Club 
Thursday: 
10.00 -11.30am – Little Notes Music Club 
7.30 – 9.30pm – Village Hall Whist Drive (1st Thursday in the month) 
7.30 – 10pm - British Legion Whist Drive (2nd Thursday in the month) 
7.00 – 10pm – Church Hall Whist Drive (Last Thursday every other month) 
Friday: 
9.30-11.30 – Arts & Crafts for Babies &Toddlers 
6.30 - 8pm – Youth Club 
Sunday: 
11.00-12.00am – Belly Dancing Classes 



New Players Wanted 
Withington Junior F.C. 

Ages 6 – 15yrs. (Boys and Girls) 
Training sessions from 1800hrs.  

Every Wednesday evening. 
Contact: 

Ray: 850669 / 07974 583073 
Or Steve: 851857 / 07837 984377 

The Elizabeth Byworth Charity 
 

The trustees of the above charity will meet again in June. Young persons 
( under the age of 25 years), students and school children who live in 

Withington, Westhide, Whitestone, Nunnington and Eau Withington, or 
whose parents reside in these areas, are invited to apply for grants for 

educational purposes. 
Those who wish to apply for grants for educational visits, please ensure 

that the visit takes place AFTER the above DATE. 
All applications to be made in writing to the clerk, Bryan Davies at Swn 

y Gwynt, Duke Street, Withington, Hereford. HR1 3QD. 
Please ensure that your application contains you 

date of birth and your telephone number 
If in doubt, ring the clerk on Hereford 850 672 

 



SUMMER  
FETE 

                 

   
SATURDAY  

 22  JUNE 2013       
2.30 P.M.   



SUMMER  
FETE 

                 

   
SATURDAY  

 22  JUNE 2013       
2.30 P.M.   

 
 

T. A. MATTHEWS 
SOLICITORS 

Established in 1909 
For expert advice on all legal matters 

6 – 7 King Street, 
Hereford HR4 9BS 

Tel(01432) 352121   Fax(01432) 352700 
Also 

13a Broad Street, 
Leominster HR6 8TZ 

Tel(01568) 615905    Fax(01568) 611628 
www.tamatthews.co.uk 



 
Vicar’s Strawberry Tea Party 

 

 
 

4 pm – 6 pm  Saturday 6th July 
Withington Village Hall 

 
Come along and join the Rector and Friends for 

Light Entertainment, Games  
and 

A Scrumptious Strawberry Tea 
 

Tickets £5 
Proceeds to be shared between the five parishes in the  

Bartestree Cross Group 

 
 

 
 

 
Midweek Communion 

A short service of Holy Communion 
has been taking place for the last 
eighteen months on the first 
Wednesday of each month.  It has 
been decided that this shall now 
happen weekly to give people more 
opportunity to attend and to prevent 
confusion over which day the service 
is being held.  So from June onwards 
it will take place every Wednesday at 
10.00 am in Lugwardine Church, 
everyone is welcome. 
 

Messy Church Programme 2013/14 

 Date    Theme 

4th July   St Peter 
10th October  Joseph and his coat 
5th December  St Nicholas 
6th February  Noah 
3rd April   Lent/Easter 
 

All sessions 3.30—5.30 
Withington Village Hall 

  

 

BARTESTREE CROSS GROUP OF PARISHES 

SERVICE ROTA—June/July 2013 

  

  Dormington Lugwardine Westhide Weston 
Beggard 

Withington 

Sunday June 
2nd  

6.00 pm 
Evensong 

9.30 am Holy 
Communion 

 11.00 am Holy 
Communion 

9.30 am 
Morning Prayer 

Sunday 9th   9.30 am 
Family Service 
 

11.00 am 
Family 
Communion  

 8.30 am Holy 
Communion 
 

Sunday 16th  11.00 am Family 
Communion 

9.30 am Holy 
Communion 

  6.00 pm 
Evensong 

9.30 am Family 
Service  

Sunday 23rd   9.30 am 
Morning Prayer 

4.30 pm Evening 
Prayer 

6.00 pm Patronal 
Songs of Praise 

9.30 am Holy 
Communion 

Sunday 30th   10.00 United 
Service 
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July 
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9.30 am Holy 
Communion 
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Family Service  
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Communion 

Sunday 4th 
August 

6.00 pm 
Evensong 

9.30 am Holy 
Communion 

 11.00 am Holy 
Communion 

9.30 am 
Morning Prayer 

 
Dear Friends, 
            I have now been here eighteen months and over that time I have met many of you either in church 
or out and about in the community.  It is sometimes a struggle to put names to faces and so, if I ask you for 
the umpteenth time to remind me what your name is, please be patient.  

 
It also occurred to me the other day that I have only been able to having fleeting conversations with 

many of you and not had much opportunity to get to know you. I think that one of the best ways to 
remedy that is to meet people in their own homes and so, over the summer months I would love people to 
get in touch and invite me for a coffee and chat (but, no cake and biscuits as I am a diabetic). 

 
 Also, please remember that I am always happy to visit people who are ill or housebound either at 
home or in hospital, just let me know. 
 
Best Wishes, Jane 
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Dear Friends, 
            I have now been here eighteen months and over that time I have met many of you either in church 
or out and about in the community.  It is sometimes a struggle to put names to faces and so, if I ask you for 
the umpteenth time to remind me what your name is, please be patient.  

 
It also occurred to me the other day that I have only been able to having fleeting conversations with 

many of you and not had much opportunity to get to know you. I think that one of the best ways to 
remedy that is to meet people in their own homes and so, over the summer months I would love people to 
get in touch and invite me for a coffee and chat (but, no cake and biscuits as I am a diabetic). 

 
 Also, please remember that I am always happy to visit people who are ill or housebound either at 
home or in hospital, just let me know. 
 
Best Wishes, Jane 
 



   

 
ROBERT MARSH  
 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

• Painting & decorating 
• Carpentry 
• Fencing 
• Decking 
• Kitchens 
• Floor & wall tiling 
• General repairs 
• Professional service at competitive prices 

      
             Fully insured 
              Free estimates 
01432 853018     07875082297 
rmarshpropertymaintenance@hotmail.co.uk 

Withington Village 
Hall 

Wednesdays at 
7.30pm 

Call Linda  
07837186659 

Or just come along 

G. E. DACE 
QUALIFIED PAINTER AND DECORATOR 

 

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 
 

AT VERY REASONABLE PRICES 
Interior and Exterior work undertaken 

 
TELEPHONE 01432 851084 

Saint Peter’s Church, Withington – June Flower Rota 
SUNDAYS 

2nd. June, Marcia Hopkins 
9th. June, Joyce Brown 

16th. June, Joyce Brown 
23rd. & 30th. June, Kay Davies 

Withington Garden Club 
For our next meeting we will be out and about on a 
garden visit. Wednesday June 19th sees us on the road to 
the 'most romantic garden in England' (voted as such by 
Gardeners World magazine readers) Moors Meadow 
near Bromyard. It is a 7acre organic hillside garden with 
herbaceous, shrubberies, grass garden, fernery, meadow 
pools and a kitchen garden. Absolutely delightful. 
All those wishing to go please would you meet at 
Withington Village Hall at 6.30pm for car sharing. 
Visitors are welcome to join us. The entry to the garden 
costs £5 and refreshments are extra. 
If you can't make the June visit perhaps you would like 
to come and hear a talk on Roses by Roger Davies. This 
will be at Withington Village Hall on July 17th at 
7.30pm. Only £2 for visitors. 
In August we will be having our Fun Flower Show and 
Barbeque at Ralph and Debbie Barber's in Westhide. 
Members will receive details at our next meeting - but 
get your cameras out before then to be ready for a photo 
depicting 'Weather'. There seems to be plenty of it 
around this year! 
Enjoy your garden whatever the weather 
 
News from Preston Wynne 
Hello Everyone, 
Did you enjoy our Summer then? – that would be the 
Sunday and Monday of the first Bank Holiday weekend 
in May if you can remember that far back, a marvellous 
couple of days to treasure.  Let’s hope that by the time 
this goes to press Summer will have returned and you 
will wonder what on earth we are being sarcy about!  
Nevertheless the Spring flowers have bloomed and 
because of the cold weather seem to be lasting longer 
than usual, yes it’s an ill wind alright….. and the cuckoo 
bless him has put in an appearance so all is well.  We 
don’t have an exact date for the first hearing here in 
Preston Wynne but he has arrived!  Talking about 
extremes of temperature which we have had in May they 
must have been quite moderate compared to that 
experienced by Josh Hargest on his return from New 
Zealand.  Josh went on a three week trip with Walford 
College and had a great time in that fabulous country, 
and it was HOT! 
must have been quite moderate compared to that 
experienced by Josh Hargest on his return from New 
Zealand.  Josh went on a three week trip with Walford 
College and had a great time in that fabulous country, 
and it was HOT! 
Church News 
Services:  Sunday 9th June at 8.00 a.m  H.C. 
                            23rd             9,30 a.m Family Service 
The Church 100 Club was drawn at Pub Night on 27th 
April, Results: 
1st No. 74 Ken Ball    £50           2nd   No. 71 Judith Ball 
£25 

3rd    No.  9  Sue Rudd £12.50 
Congratulations to the lucky winners! 
If there are any members reading this whose subs are 
still due rest assured your number did go into the draw 
but we would much appreciate payment ASAP, thank 
you. 
The Church A.G.M. was held in the Hall on Thursday 8th 
May, Mrs. Jenni Maund took the Chair as the vicar was 
not well, we hope Heather has made a speedy recovery. 
The CHURCH FETE  will be held on  Saturday 22nd 
June at 2.30 p.m on the Cricket field or in the Hall if 
wet.  Offers of help in any capacity towards this event 
which is a joint fund raiser with Felton would be much 
appreciated.  Talking of help if there is any reader out 
there who feels they could spend a little time and effort 
towards helping with the cleaning and or flower 
arranging in the Church, or help towards maintaining the 
Churchyard 
please phone Tricia on 820650. 
 
HALL NEWS 
PUB NIGHT JUNE 29TH  BARBECUE AND FUN! 
All for now 
Love Hilary and Tricia 
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          ORGANISATIONS, VENUES, CONTACT NAMES &  

  TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
    Village Hall Committee Kevin Hewison  850074 

     Village Hall Booking  Secretary  Kathy Fields                 851001 

     Bell Ringing         Kevin Hewison                       850074                             

                                       Saint Peter’s Church P.C.C. Sec.  “        “                         850074            

     Royal British Legion         John Hall                                 850159 

     Badminton  -             Diane  01432 850371  Janet 01531 670042 

     Rifle Club  Chris Corbin Cross Keys 820616 

                                       Rainbows, Guides, Brownies  Jacquie Merrell       07784 786463 

     Whitestone Chapel Ian Porter              01981 540388     

     Elizabeth Byworth Trust   Bryan Davies (Clerk) 850672 

                                       Withington School             Susie Bishop           850289 

     Withington Post Office Dianne Holloway 850356 

                                       Gardening Club           Debbie Barber                        853086 

     Mothers’ Union Rene Hinton  850716 

     Parish Council Paul Bainbridge (Chairman) 850655  

     Withington News Bryan Davies (Editor) 850672 

                                       Gateway Bridge Club        Amanda Ingham           01568 611705 
    COMMUNITY SUPPORT OFFICER – Craig Smith 0300 333 3000 X 68592 

    LOCAL BEAT MANAGER P.C. NEIL JAMES 0300 333 3000 X 68590 

                                              Cross Keys Flood Action Group / Parish Emergency Co-ordinator:  

                                                   Jackie Bremner Tel: 01432 820340 Mobile: 07753119841 

 

Some changes have been made which are not yet shown on this list. Please ring me on 850672 if you 
wish to add or change someone.  

Ed. 

 

                                                                                                          

                               

 

 

 



Yesteryear continued… 
 
The Englishman who became a 
Welshman 
Let me take you back to the early years of the 
second World War. I was probably about seven 
years old. It’s a cold, dark Friday night. My 
mother and I are sitting close to the kitchen fire 
trying to keep ourselves warm. (The only source 
of heat in the house). My brother is in North 
Africa with the RAF; my father long since dead, 
so it was just the two of us. 
I was agog with excitement and desperate to hear 
that knock on the front door which would indicate 
that someone would be standing there with an 
evacuee for us to take into our home as it was the 
night that the evacuees were due to arrive from 
Liverpool and I was desperate to have a friend to 
come and live with me. 
As the time passed it became evident no such 
knock would come. So the time came for me to 
climb the wooden hill to bed a very disappointed 
little boy. 
The following morning, after a hasty breakfast, I 
rushed down to the sea front guessing that the new 
arrivals would be around and so it proved to be. 
There must have been about twenty of them. One 
particular lad took my notice more than the 
others, mainly because he was quite small and 
younger than the rest of them. It turned out that 
his name was Owen. 
My mother later told me that when he arrived at 
the village Memorial Hall, he was so small that 
someone picked him up and sat him on a table in 
case he was trodden on. She also said that Mrs 
Rees who took him home to her already large 
family, carried him home that night wrapped in 
her apron. 
As the days passed and the weeks turned into 
months and the months into years, Owen joined in 
with everything the local lads did. He became one 
of us and although small of stature, he was big of 
heart and grew to be a fine young man. He joined 
in the fishing, sailing, swimming, cliff-climbing, 
cricket, football and all the other things we as 
boys did. He even learnt the language we all 
spoke – Welsh. Recently someone described him 
to me as the Englishman who became a 
Welshman. 

In the summer, my home village grew (and still 
does) in population from its winter figure of 1000, 
to 7000 plus as visitors pour in from all parts of 
the U.K. for their summer holidays. This meant 
that there was always a choice of girl friends for 
the local lads and some of these relationships 
became permanent ones. 
One summer Owen met a fine young girl who 
came regularly on holiday from Wrexham. Many 
of the boys liked her, but we could tell that Owen 
was smitten and later in life they married and had 
a family. Owen never did return to his native 
Liverpool! 
Owen qualified as an officer in the Merchant 
Navy (as many of the local lads did) and went to 
sea. He later gave this up and went to work in a 
bank in the Wirral where he spent the rest of his 
life. 
I personally lost touch with Owen even though we 
were good friends, but I heard that he had not 
been well of late, 
It was not until last month (April) that I received 
news of Owen, quite by accident. One of the local 
lads now living in San Francisco, sent a letter to 
his many friends at home myself included, about a 
totally unrelated matter, and I spotted Owen’s e-
mail address in the address list, so I contacted 
Owen’s wife. She told me that 18 years ago, Owen 
suffered a massive stroke. For 16 years she cared 
for him at home, but in the last two years she had 
to admit him into a care home where he was being 
well looked after. 
Within two days of my contacting her, she e-
mailed  me again to tell me that Owen had died 
quite suddenly and that now his suffering was 
over. 
How strange is that? Within two weeks of my 
contacting him again, after fifty years of absence 
Owen passed away. It makes one think that 
perhaps he waited for some kind of 
communication, except I know that’s not true. 
I failed to make the funeral, but friends who went, 
told me that the music that greeted them on the 
way into the church was that of Welsh male voice 
choirs singing Welsh hymns.  
This little English lad, brought up in Wales, who 
later returned to live in England, had truly become 
a Welshman. “Rest in peace Owen.” 



      
 St Peter’s Church, Withington – Special Services & Fund Raising 2013 
         
  Everyone is welcome to these events – Please come! 
   
             Group Benefice - Vicar’s Strawberry Tea Party......Sat 6th July 
             Garden Party & Auction..........................Sunday 21st July 
             Whist Drive..............................................Thursday 25th July  
             Churches Festival (incorporating Ride & Stride)...w/end 14/15 September  
             Whist Drive..............................................Thursday 26th September 
             MacMillan Coffee Morning......................Friday 27th September 
             Car Boot....................................................Saturday 28thSeptember 
             Harvest Service........................................Sun 6th October 
             Film, Food, & Fizz – Benefice Event.........Sat 12th October     
             TBA........................................................... November  
             Whist Drive...............................................Thursday 28th November 
             Christingle Service.....................................Sunday ? December 
             Carol Service..............................................TBA December 
           
  For extra information, phone Kevin/Ruth on 850074, Bob/ Gwen on 850840, Margaret on 850448 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have anything of interest to loan for the exhibition, please let Ruth or 
Laureen know. (The earlier we know what’s available, the easier to plan the exhibition, though we 
will not collect things up till close to the time.) 
 
                                    Ruth  on 850074,    Laureen  on  850650 
                                                                                                                      Ruth Hewison 

History Exhibition in Church    14th – 15th September 
 
Following the successful exhibitions we have staged in the church in previous years, we are hoping 
to use the subject of leisure time in the past for our display on this occasion. 
 

We are thinking about including artefacts, news cuttings, photos etc , which will 
include : 
 

Children’s toys and games, 
Traditional women’s pastimes including sewing, knitting, rug-making, quilting etc 
Traditional men’s hobbies; cars or other machinery, photography, carpentry,etc 
Gardening – old photos, equipment, clubs 
Sport – equipment, photos, clubs 
Music – old radios, gramophones, records etc 
Village special occasions – fetes, dances etc 

Messy Church 
We will have held our first Messy Church session by the time this magazine comes out. It’s a 
great fun time with all sorts of activities for children up to the end of Primary age, with their 
adult too. Held in the Village Hall after school twice a term. Watch out for the next one in 
July! 



Withington Village 
Store 

2, Meadow Close, Withington, Hereford. HR1 3RR 
Tel: 01432 851777 

 * Newspapers                                                                  * Magazines  
 * Frozen Foods                                                                 * Sandwiches 
 * Groceries                                                                       * Hot Drinks 
 * Fresh Veg.                                                                      * Local Produce 
 * Off Licence                                                                     * Friendly Staff  
                                                                       
 

OPENING HOURS 
Monday – Saturday 7a.m. to 10p.m. 

Sunday – 8a.m. To 10p.m. 
 
 

We also do GAS, MEB, Phone top ups, and GREAT 
OFFERS which change from month to month. 

 
National Lottery tickets now on sale 

 



 

 

 
We are an established firm offering a complete 
range of domestic and commercial heating 
services throughout Herefordshire. With fully 
trained and accredited engineers we are 
specialists in installations, fault diagnostics and 
servicing. Whether you are a homeowner, 
landlord or business, you can be assured of a 
quality service from SP Heating Services.  
 
We pride ourselves on a fast yet thorough 
service, attention to detail and 
competitive prices, ensuring 
high customer satisfaction. 
 

▪ Domestic & Commercial 
Specialist Heating Engineers  

▪ Boiler Installation, Service & 
Repair 

▪ Natural Gas & LPG 
▪ Specialist Biomass Installers 
▪ Efficient, Reliable solutions at 

the right price. 
  

Contact us 
01432 820590 
07989980533  
 
Or visit our website 
www.spheatingservices.co.uk 

 

 

The Green Deal 

Contact us today for a review 
of your current domestic or 

commercial heating systems, 
our qualified Green Deal 

assessor can provide you with 
an overview of the grants and 
paybacks you will be entitled 

to with the government funded 
Green Deal. 

 


