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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE WITHINGTON GROUP OF PARISH COUNCILS

HELD AT WITHINGTON VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY, 14TH JULY 2011
ITEM 1 - APOLOGIES were accepted from:   Tom Nellist, Shelly Ford, Simon Dent, and Cllr David Greenow.
Those present were:

	Withington
	Paul Bainbridge (Chairman)
	Alison Bainbridge
	Rob Soutar

	
	Kevin Hewison
	Jackie Bremner
	Rachel Leake

	
	Wallace Brown
	Colin Stone-Fewings
	

	Westhide
	Jim Callow
	Steve Scotcher
	Ralph Barber

	Preston Wynne
	Sylvia Fletcher
	
	

	Clerk to the Parish
	Geoff Studerus
	
	

	Others
	PC Neil James
	Members of the Public
	0


ITEM 2 - DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   
No Councillors declared any interests or gifts linked to their Parish Council work.
ITEM 3 - MINUTES OF THE LAST GROUP PARISH MEETING AND EXTRA-ORDINARY MEETING    

Minutes of the Annual Open and Group Parish meetings held on 19 May and the Extra-Ordinary Meeting held on 
22 June had been previously circulated.   Acceptance of these Minutes was proposed by Kevin Hewison, seconded by Jim Callow, and carried unanimously. 

ITEM 4 – CO-OPTION OF PARISH COUNCILLORS.

The Chairman advised the meeting that 2 members of the public had applied for co-option to fill the 2 current vacancies for Parish Councillors representing Withington.    They are:
a. Mrs Lynne Dodds, of Cross Keys – proposed by Paul Bainbridge, seconded by Jackie Bremner, and carried unanimously, and

b. Mr Colin Stone-Fewings, also of Cross Keys – proposed by Paul Bainbridge, seconded by Rob Soutar, and carried unanimously.
ITEM 5 – PUBLIC QUESTIONS
a. Use of offenders on Community Service to litter-pick in Withington.   In answer to a written question submitted by Mr David Packman, discussion identified that the use of offenders would only be likely on a one-off basis and not a regular task.   However, such use of offenders had been requested on a previous occasion with a response that “litter picking did not provide an employment that was sufficiently challenging and did not enhance personal skills”.   It was decided that the Probation Service would be approached again to see if a different response was forthcoming.
At this stage the Chairman introduced Mel Preedy, the Community Action Plan Implementation Officer from HALC, and informed the meeting that she will advise on Community-Led Plan matters during Item 8.
ITEM 6 – LOCAL POLICE REPORT
    PC Neil James addressed the meeting briefly on local issues, including burglary, vandalism, fraud and property damage.   He also identified that the new Withington Fields was becoming a invitation for problems, however the police were aware of the situation.
ITEM 7 – MATTERS ARISING FROM THE LAST MEETING
a. Withington Road Signs.   The Clerk updated the meeting on the situation regarding names signs for Lock Road and Withies Road.   Investigations into the Lock Road signs had met with some resistance from residents by the war memorial, and indications became apparent that the area between the memorial and the Church was possibly named either “The Green” or “Church Street/Road”, with Lock Road starting on the other side of the Church.   It was also suggested that, as a conservation area, County Council (Highways) permission might be required.   It was decided that Rachel Leake should investigate further with regard to the correct naming and positioning of road signs in this area.   It was also decided that the Clerk should go ahead with the purchase of name signs for Withies Road (at a cost of £201.00, previously authorised at the May meeting).  
b.
Electronic Planning Process.
 The Chairman reminded the meeting of the new planning process, and 
made them aware that the previous suggestion that the Village Hall might wish to co-purchase and install a digital projector in the Hewison Lounge, had been rejected on the grounds of difficulties with the security and operation of such equipment.   This meant that the Precept for 2011/12 would have to include the cost of purchase of the necessary equipment.  
ITEM 8 – COMMUNITY-LED PARISH PLAN

In the absence of Steve Cain, Wallace Brown informed the meeting that Steve Cain had continued as the Chairman of the Steering Group.   He raised a number of points with the meeting:

He asked for guidance on the continued operation of the Plan Steering Group, and was advised by the Chairman that they were an “advisory committee to the Parish Council”.    Rob Soutar suggested that they should do more than advise;  Mel Preedy advised that the role of the Steering Group should be formalised so that they can operate under the umbrella of the Parish Council insurance.   Rob Soutar proposed that the Steering Group should prepare a draft constitution for Parish Council approval – carried unanimously.
He also asked for guidance on any planning applications for a new housing development in the area of the back-entrance to the Primary School, and was advised that no planning application had recently been received for such a development.   The need for a 20 mph speed limit in this area of was also raised.

The detail of the Lengthsman Scheme was queried.   The Clerk had previously advised Steve Caine of the detail.

As the Steering Committee does not have its own funds, Rob Soutar proposed, seconded by Kevin Hewison, that the Parish Council pay for any necessary hire of facilities for Steering Group meetings – carried unanimously.   
a. Replacement of Jackie Bremner on “Bus Routes and Timetables” issues.   Paul Bainbridge

volunteered to take Jackie Bremner’s place to oversee this topic in the Priorities List.

b.
Allocation of vacant topics to Parish Councillors.   The meeting was reminded that, at the May meeting, Rob Soutar had volunteered to oversee issues in which dogs were involved, and reported that, since the warning signs had been put into position, the amount of dog fouling had been reduced.   Items currently unallocated were:   “Litter pick” issues (remains unallocated), and “Police presence” issues (Wallace Brown volunteered to oversee this item).

Mel Preedy offered help to the Steering Group should it be necessary.
ITEM 9 – WITHINGTON FIELDS (WF)
a. Formation of Management Committee.   After discussion, Rob Soutar proposed, seconded by Wallace Brown, that a formal Management Committee be set up (responsible to the Parish Council) to control the Withington Fields.   Such a Committee should comprise 2/3 Parish Councillors (Rob Soutar and Wallace Brown), Kevin Hewison (to represent Village Hall interests), football representatives (Steve Caine and Ray Rice) plus a number of residents.   This proposal was carried unanimously.   

Rob Soutar also indicated that a grass cutting contract was required and proposed (seconded by Alison Bainbridge) that the contract (at a cost of approximately £1200 per annum) be awarded to Countrywide Grounds Maintenance, who had already carried out very satisfactory work for the Parish Council – carried unanimously. 
b. Fields in Trust.   The Chairman advised the meeting that a request had been received as to whether or not the Parish Council wanted to register WF as a “Field in Trust”.   This would ensure that the Public Space Area remained a recreational facility, and provides support for the future of the facility.   After discussion, the Chairman was asked to respond to the request and register Withington Fields as a Field in Trust.

c. Borrowing Approval.   The Chairman advised the meeting that Borrowing Approval had been received from the Secretary of State, and recommended that a “Maturity” loan (interest payment only at a rate of 1.57% per annum) be obtained from the Public Works Loan Board, to be repaid after 2 years.   Sylvia Fletcher proposed, seconded by Jackie Bremner, that Paul Bainbridge, Rob Soutar and Kevin Hewison be authorised to arrange such a loan for the £45,000 identified at a previous meeting – carried unanimously.
d.
Planning Application Authority to enter into Section 106 agreement.   The Chairman outlined the content of the Section 106 agreement that had to be agreed before Outline Planning Permission would be granted by the County Council.   Kevin Hewison proposed, seconded by Jackie Bremner, that Paul Bainbridge, Rob Soutar and one other available Councillor (possibly Ralph Barber) be authorised to sign the S106 agreement on behalf of the Parish Council – carried unanimously.
ITEM 10 – PARISH COUNCIL INSURANCE   The Chairman advised the meeting that, as a consequence of the development of Withington Fields, the Parish Council Insurance Policy needed to be updated, both to increase the Public Liability and to provide cover for damage, etc, to play equipment.   After discussion, Rob Soutar proposed that the Public Liability be increased to £10,000,000, and that only the three most expensive equipment items (ie the Gazebo, Cableway and Maypole) be covered for All Risks, and that the Clerk be authorised to put such insurance into effect.   Seconded by Paul Bainbridge and carried unanimously. 
ITEM 11 – CORRESPONDENCE   There were no questions relating to the previously circulated list of correspondence.
ITEM 12 – MATTERS FINANCIAL

a.
Payments to be agreed:

	Clerk’s Salary & Expenses 
                (£569.67 + £70.83)
	£      640.50

	HMRC PAYE                                                           (already paid)
	£      213.63   

	Internal Audit                                                           (already paid)
	£        60.00 

	Metrosigns 2000 (replacement keys for board)      (already paid)
	£        16.80

	Brian Ree (Services) (WF Paths)                            (already paid)
	£    2400.00 

	G J Williams (WF Entrance Gate)                           (already paid)
	£    3400.00

	Easylawn (supply of turf)
	£      330.00


Agreement of these payments was proposed by Kevin Hewison, seconded by Alison Bainbridge, and carried unanimously. 
b.
Payments already agreed and paid:

	Countrywide WF Grass Cutting
	£        35.00 

	Signs & Labels Hereford (Field Signs)
	£      661.80    

	Countrywide WF Grass Tidy Up 
	£        96.00  

	Core Utilities Ltd (Scalpings for field entrance)
	£      336.24


c.
Receipts:

	Donation - Flag
	£        50.00

	Donation - Flagpole
	£      130.00

	HMRC - VAT Refund
	£    1369.35

	Herefordshire Council – Final payment from PP Grant
	£      402.40

	Withington Village Hall – share of flagpole costs
	£      137.50


Rob Soutar identified further items that he had purchased for Withington Fields, namely benches and security items, to the sum of £468.04 (including VAT).   After discussion, the reimbursement of this amount was proposed by Kevin Hewison, seconded by Wallace Brown, and carried unanimously.

Details of current balances for the Parish Bank Accounts had been circulated and were accepted by the meeting.
ITEM 13 – PLANNING    There were no questions relating to the previously circulated list of planning applications.
a. The Chairman identified that, despite objections from the Parish Council, the application for the Thingehill Polytunnels had been approved.   Rob Soutar reminded the meeting that there still was an opportunity for Parish Councillors to visit the Thingehill strawberry fields, and undertook to arrange a visit. 

b. Renaming of Planning Sub-Committee.   In order to be legally correct (a Parish Council cannot have a sub-committee without a committee in the chain), it was agreed that the individuals who review planning applications on behalf of the Parish Council will be renamed as the “Planning Group”.   The Chairman proposed that the responsibility for notifying comments on planning applications from the new Planning Group to the County Council Planning Department was formally delegated to the Clerk, seconded by Kevin Hewison – agreed unanimously. 
ITEM 14 – TRAFFIC SPEED MONITORING    David Packman had researched the provision of a Speed Indication Device and determined that the full cost would be £417.47 (including VAT) for delivery, installation, hire for 1 month, and removal.   
Rob Soutar proposed, seconded by Kevin Hewison, that this amount be authorised for payment, and that the installation should be arranged.
ITEM 15 – CROSS KEYS FLOOD ACTION GROUP    Jackie Bremner informed the meeting that a DEFRA grant of £200 had been received, and that a function was to be held on 23 Jul at the Cross Keys public house to celebrate “4 years without flooding”.   Cargill had also donated £3,000 towards the canal project. 
ITEM 16 – CONSULTATIONS

a. Formation of new Parish Council Group.   The Chairman informed the meeting that a large number of “Consultation” papers were currently being produced by both HALC and the County Council, which were proving to be a excessive workload for one person to review.   In the absence of volunteers to form a “Consultation Group”, he proposed that, to spread this workload, Consultation Documents would be allocated to individual Councillors in turn for review and comment;  the Clerk to maintain a record of the allocations.   This was agreed unanimously. 
The Clerk advised that there were 4 papers waiting to be reviewed: 

(1)
Public & Community Transport review (circulated on 16 Jun 11) – deadline 15 July 2011.    It was agreed that comments should be provided both by individual Councillors and the Clerk on behalf of the Parish Council.
(2)
Locality working (circulated on 20 May 11) – deadline 31 July 2011.   In view of the timescale, to be reviewed by the Chairman.
Items (3) and (4) to be allocated as per the new review system:
(3)
Localism Bill – New Charter (circulated on 7 Jun 11) – deadline 26 August 2011.
(4)
New Compact (circulated on 22 Jun 11) – deadline 14 September 2011.

ITEM 17 - DATE FOR NEXT MEETING 
 Thursday, 15 September 2011 (7.30 pm start)
	Future dates:
	17 November 2011
	(7.30 pm start)

	
	12th January 2012
	(7.30 pm start)

	
	15th March 2012
	(7.30 pm start)

	
	17th May 2012
	(7.00 pm start)

	Added Date:
	12th July 2012
	(7.30 pm start)


There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.32 pm.
............................................... (Chairman)    15 September 2011 







































